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using three compounds that prevent
bacteria from forming and growing on
the contact or intraocular lenses. This
is a promising line of research that
demonstrates the combination of Fan
Yang’s love of science and desire to
help people.

At the age of 6 years old, Marc Yu,
who is from Monterey Park, CA, has al-
ready won numerous awards and com-
petitions for both his piano and cello
performances including both first place
for the cello and second place for the
piano at the Southwest Youth Music
Festival.

Mr. President, despite their rel-
atively young age, these seventeen out-
standing young men and women have
all achieved remarkable things and
fully deserve the awards that they have
earned. Their past is overshadowed,
however, by their even brighter futures
and careers made easier by becoming
2005 Davidson Fellows. I would like to
thank these young scientists, mathe-
maticians, writers, and musicians for
their accomplishments, past, present,
and future, that will no doubt improve
the lives of a great many people in this
country and abroad.

———

NATIONAL SCHOOL BACKPACK
AWARENESS DAY

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on Sep-
tember 21, 2005, the American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association and more
than 700 occupational therapy practi-
tioners nationwide and around the
world will be celebrating National
School Backpack Awareness Day. They
will be working with over 150,000 chil-
dren to teach them how to prevent
backpack-related injuries and to re-
main healthy and successful in school.
In my home State of Maine, occupa-
tional therapists have arranged events
in 15 schools and will be reaching over
5,000 students.

According to a number of studies
done both internationally and in the
United States, children using over-
loaded and improperly worn backpacks
experience neck, should, and back pain
and have problems with breathing and
fatigue at significantly higher rates
than students wearing backpacks prop-
erly and with appropriate loads. No
child should regularly carry more than
15 percent of their body weight on their
back. At Backpack Awareness Day
events, which will be held in schools,
stores, hospitals, shopping malls, and a
variety of other venues, occupational
therapy practitioners will ‘“‘weigh-in”’
children and their backpacks to make
sure that the backpacks do not surpass
15 percent of the child’s body weight.
The therapists will provide guidance
about how to properly load and carry a
backpack will also share tips about
how to stay healthy and succeed in
school. In Maine, these weigh-ins are
being conducted in local schools from
Saco to Skowhegan, and also in com-
munities like Farmington, where
Franklin Memorial Hospital is spon-
soring a weigh-in as part of their
Youth Health Fest.
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Occupational therapy practitioners
work with individuals across the life-
span. In schools occupational thera-
pists work to modify educational envi-
ronments to ensure that all students
can achieve academic success. Occupa-
tional therapists provide assistance to
teachers and school administrators in
order to make school environments
more accessible and conducive to
learning. They also consult with edu-
cators to improve students’ academic
functioning and work to help prevent
learning, mental, and physical disabil-
ities from getting in the way of aca-
demic success. Occupational therapy
practitioners in schools work directly
with students, parents, and teachers to
develop plans to improve students’
function and productivity and to foster
success and maximize their independ-
ence within the academic environment.

National School Backpack Awareness
Day is a good example of how occupa-
tional therapists work within our
schools and communities to promote
wellness, and I am pleased to have this
opportunity to acknowledge their valu-
able contributions. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting Sep-
tember 21, 2005, as National School
Backpack Awareness Day.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT

TRIBUTE TO HOMER A. MAXEY,
JR.

e Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, on the
occasion of the 33rd annual convention
of the National Association of Foreign-
Trade Zones, NAFTZ, which is meeting
this week in my home State of Hawaii,
I rise today to pay tribute to the co-
founder of the NAFTZ, my good friend,
Homer A. Maxey, Jr., who I have
known for more than a quarter cen-
tury.

The NAFTZ was conceived in Novem-
ber of 1972, at an informal meeting of
foreign-trade zone representatives from
various States. At that meeting,
Homer A. Maxey, Jr., was selected
chairman of a committee to develop
the organizational framework for a for-
mal association representing FTZ
grantees and operators in the U.S. Dur-
ing a conference of FTZ managers in
Washington, DC, on May 8, 1973, the
NAFTZ was officially launched and
Homer was elected to serve as the first
President of this Association from 1973
to 1975. Homer was elected, by unani-
mous vote of the members, as the first
Honorary Life Member at the NAFTZ
Annual Conference in 1979. He has
served on many different Committees
of the NAFTZ including: the Oil Refin-
ery Sub-Zone Task Force, ORSTF, the
Operations Committee, Nominations
Committee, the Long Range Planning
Committee, and several task forces.
Today the NAFTZ represents over 800
members comprised of State and local
government agencies, public entities,
individuals and corporations involved
in the Foreign-Trade Zone program.
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The NAFTZ plays an important role in
facilitating international trade and
U.S. competitiveness through the pro-
motion and support of the Foreign-
Trade Zones Program.

The Foreign-Trade Zones Program
was created by an act of Congress in
1934. Its purpose is to encourage domes-
tic warehousing, manufacturing and
processing activity. States and local
governments use foreign-trade zones as
part of their overall economic develop-
ment strategy and to improve the
international business sector in their
communities. FTZs contribute to the
enhancement of the U.S. investment
climate for commerce and industry.
The FTZ program encourages capital
investment in the U.S. rather than
abroad and secures American jobs. The
benefit occurs only if the activity
takes place in the U.S. It substitutes
U.S.-produced merchandise and labor
for foreign imports. Today there are 260
approved general-purpose zones and 534
subzones located in all 50 States and
Puerto Rico. According to the latest
available annual report of the Foreign-
Trade Zones Board, the total value of
merchandise received at foreign-trade
zones annually exceeds $200 billion.
Over 2,200 firms in the U.S. utilize for-
eign-trade zones and employment at
these facilities exceeds 300,000.

During his involvement with the
NAFTZ, Homer Maxey has played an
instrumental role in the growth and
development of the U.S. Foreign-Trade
Zones Program. For instance, he was
instrumental in a number of issues,
challenges, and accomplishments of
the program, including spearheading
customs regulations to limit customs
duties on merchandise manufactured in
FTZs to foreign material only; stream-
lining FTZ inventory recordkeeping;
creating uniform FTZ management
practices nationally; securing weekly
entry for manufacturing; eliminating
activation and annual fees on foreign-
trade zones; allowing users of foreign-
trade zones to defer entry and payment
of duty on foreign production machin-
ery used in FTZs until such time that
the equipment goes into commercial
production, and eliminating the mer-
chandise processing fee on domestic
materials shipped from FTZs.

At the same time Homer Maxey di-
rected General Purpose Foreign-Trade
Zone No. 9 in Hawaii, which was estab-
lished in February 1965. Homer was the
Administrator for the State of Hawaii’s
Foreign-Trade Zone project from 1965
through 1993. During his management
of the zone, the first FTZ oil refinery
was established on Oahu. Thereafter,
the program in Hawaii grew under his
direction to include today five General-
Purpose Zone sites and five Subzones
handling $2.04 billion worth of mer-
chandise from 341 firms, with exports
of $290,980,773 and employing a total of
2,683 people in zone-related activities.
From its modest beginnings with 40,000
square feet originally approved, the
General Purpose Zone project grew to
involve 15 percent of the designated in-
dustrial lands on the Island of Oahu.
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